
In the name of God, Most Gracious, Most Merciful 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

More reminders. We come to understand 
the words "steadfast" and "patience" more 
specifically, as the days of fasting proceed 

bad thoughts. Sura 3335 takes on new 
and we refrain from suspicion, anger and 

meaning, "for the fasting men und women, 
for the wmmemoruting men und the corn- 

grwt remmpem.." 
memoruting  women ...fa rgiveness und  a 

AU of these activities and thoughts are 

from whom all things come. As we reflect 
opportunities to remember God alone, 

on God's creation, we  might notice that 
even the animals, plants, and mountains, 
who did not accept the responsibility of 

fasting. There is no place on  earth that 
"freedom of choice," are not exempt from 

or another. The consequences of a severe 
does not experience drought at one time 

lack of water include a reduction in all 
other provisions as well. And since these 

the human lifetime, they endure periodic 
other creatures  endure much longer than 

fasting much longer than we. Yet, heaven 
is assured for each of these creatures.  And 

by God's design, where life seems to dis- In conclusion, we are the ones who shouli 
appear with the lack of water  and the know better than anyone else on this earth. w< 
sustenance which comes  from  it,  life have received GM'S knowledge first-hand. FN 
springs back repeatedly  once  water  is blessed uswith the Messengerof the  Covenant an< 
received. with one of the greatest miracles of all. Now w 

eternity, we are deprived of nothing dimension by remaining neutral  and questionin5 
Our lifetime is so brief to cannot afford to do what we did in the otha 

during  (his  brief period, including God's absolute authority after being given thi! 

repeated, individualized messages of knowledge. God-willingwe can read the Quran ant 

God alone. Renty-four hour God-con- study it  carefully,  and  live our lives with it; use thc 

we strive, with steadfastness and in this eause to discern our inner relationship witt 
sciousness is our is that toward knowledge of God in our lives and strive vev harc 

we how that trad never bur- God. Then, God-willing, our Lord  will bless us b) 

and  that fasting is not an ordeal, but rather '%d: them is M other god beshfes  Him, f k c  
a great opportunity to run, not walk, along Living, the .&-L j ev er n m e t u  ofumWt?mesi 

takes  His  creation with all its limits and i n l h e k ~ ~ a v e n s a n d w e r y t i l i n g ~ t l ~ e ~ o ~ h .  .Noom 
God's path. How awesome is God. He orslumberovetiukesHim. lbHimbelongseverylkin6 

uses it to remind individually and  con- attains any knowledge except ap He wius. Hi! 
slantly that He alone is ow Lord and drninion encompmses B e  k m e m  and the eurfil 

Master. Given our previous  behavior, ond ruling Ihem nwer burdens Him. He is the Mas 
God is  merciful  beyoud our wildest Hi&, the G-P (2.255). "He bestmswidm upor 
dreams,  and provides us with a gifi of w h e v e r  He ciwoses. ond whower~udm wiv lm.  
remembrance that can only lead us closer hns tuhined (I gred b o u q .  Only t h e  WIW possess 
to Him for all eternity. ituelligmce will !ske heed' (2:269). 

km soulbqond mans...y2:286) turning ou= h o d e d g e  into wisdom. 

.. 
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Sura 7:2 ""his  scripture  hus  been  revealed toyou-you shall hafiolno doubt about it 

in your heart-that you maypreach with if, and to  sewe as u  reminder for the 

The Messenger of the Covenant dedi- or feel a need for independence. It is very d&&& my .k&, thr reibulioon of o gmaf day. 
a t e d  all his life to the religion of Submis- dangerous to try to take things into  our Soy, God is the onfy one r waship, devoling m, 

sion, and it was his mission, by God's will, own hands, publicly orsecretlybecause of roiipi.. ubsdufefy LO H h  abne. merefa, wwski! 
to  spread God's message to as many displeasure or disagreement. It is better XJrOfmeryou wirh bdesHim.'&y, 'Theredbser. 
people as  he could. While we know there to make  your suggestions to "those. in we Uwso who b% theirsarlr, and #wir Jrnilies, O) 

is no compulsion in religion, and that chargeumongyou.n This comes fromverse the Day o/Reraurection.'Mart cerhidy, this is t h l  

gnides, we  all have responsibility to pro- inSurab124," G o d h W s ~ t & W h i s  fhem,nndunderthem. Gdfkur&r&Hissem&s 
God  is  the only one who teaches  and 59 of Sura 4. God also says in the Quran wmf bu. nq will have -mas offlm on top 

vide information for people if they come best qdifidto deliverHismsa ges...." O M y  s w d s y a r  shou wereme Me. As for urn>< 
sincerely seeking knowledge. God says in Sura 39:7-u), disbolirvc, ooddaeF Mf wko &corded Ihs worship qf all idoh, ond devater 

perhaps f h e  reminder  will  benejii." God rire I f y ~ ~  f. be ~ p ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ v e ,  Give&nwstoMysewants. Theyarothems W& 

Sura  829, "Therefore, you skdl remind; ns~yar. Bul ha d~~ su His ~ w - ~  mo*e thentsahws toto& to W they have the & news 

tells us to  read  the  Quran carefully to Heoppmvesilfayou.Nosooulbeors~sinsoJorry Pmmi~nl l Ihsva~ , ikenfdbv thebes fn2eseun  
benefit us and also to  be  able to answer arker soul u u ~ ~ f y ,  to your Lord iF yarr rerwn, ute oms whom God has fkese am lke ona 

questions, explain, etc., if anyone is look- then in,om y" oJrveryfkingpu hd 
ing for information. 

vhoposess iddigewe. For thosrwho have imurra 

Hu is /u& mvoreof the innemud l h g & .  %n thr &e rdribulion, m you mm those who am oleo4 
Maybe in some aspects I feela  greater hwnnn  being is ofleled he +bres kis La4 sin- inHeu?*fa those * 'q 

responsibititytodefendmyfather'swork, c e ~ l y d e v d e d r o X i m . B u l ~ ~ u ~ H e b ~ ~ e s h ; m ,  mil have manrionr upon mansions wnrrnreted for 
butby  nomeans  do1 think Iam special or kefongetrkispreviouP+~nng,s~upidoblor~ *'em' Wifl'pving 'I?-' ~w'spmm*e' 
more deserving, or that this is a ticket to W% Gal  ond &verb.others /ran His ~ t h .  &y, Ond breaksHispym2ise." 

heaven. God says this very  clearly in  Sura 'Enty your disbeliefIe&wurify;you have incurred The evil people  that  God used to grant 
31:33, "O peoplz you shall reverence your HeU'Is il nof baer  t o  be one of those wiw medifole my father his martyrdom will suffel 
Lord, and fear u day when a father fannot in the nighfprarentinsnnddaying up, beingavoro tremendously in this life and twice as 

idhe r...." We are all trying our best to sup- .%y, %re Umse who know e p n i  to thore who do m1 on top of each other. In Sura 40% it says, 
he& his child, nor a  child can help his oftheHe*w/ter,rcndseekingffiemereyofIheb~d? muchintheHereafter. Godwillpilethem 

portGodandtheQwan.Weareal1inthis lormu?'Onfyfhosewhoparsessinf~Uigencewillf~ "Howcnnyoukillamanjurtforsaying") 
together. heed Suy, 'O My sm&s who be!ieve p u  s k d  Lord is God...." And in3945,"When God 

&serve yrnr Lonl. 'Fa t h e  who waked  ri@-- alone is mentwned, the hews of thse  wha 
center or focal point, if you  will, for con- For years lhcson has been '' nes in fkis MM, a & reurrd. God's w f h  is do not believe in the Hereufter shrink wilh 

and distribution of Quranic s p a c e ,  and those who stead/ndly pwswem mu aversion. But when others are menioned 
materials. An example was  given to us by receive fheirreempense vithart limils Say, 'I have besides  Him, they rejoice." May God for- 
God through His messenger, and there k been commondad lo warship GOq devoting fke give the good, repenting, and prostrating 

absolutely no  need to divide our religion religion ubsdufefy 10 Him obne. And I w s  mm- souls among us, and may He condemn the 
Nlndedlo be fke ufmls&qminedSay, 'l /w, if1 wicked idol worshipers in oppostion. 

... 

The last day of fasting for Ramadan 1991 is April 14 
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uisdom, andHelra tauphtyou whatyou neverknew 
"...God har sant down lo you the scripture ond 

'deed Gal's blessings upon you hove been gred" 

:4:J13). 

he brain, a d  you arc responsible for .&g them" 
".,.Z hare given you lhe hearing, the eyesighl, and 

!J7:36J. 

The human being was very much aware that 
.here was no godbuttbe one God- since the time 
xfore wc came to this dimension. The knowledge 
was @veen from the beginning because of God's 
merry and graciousness. God's greatness was limit- 
less then  and  it is endless now. lhe truth,  the 
informationwc experiencedandwitnesed occurcd 
in the other dimension when we werc gathercd in 
front of God and asked by the Almighty, "Am I 
not  your Lord?"  We all answered, "yes." 

perienced through God's servant- thc Messenger 
of the Covenant. After all these blessing,  after all 
these experiences, and after witnessing something 
so overwhelming,  are we guing to use  this 
knowicdge to acquire wisdom which  would enable 
us to retum to our Creator? Knowing this in- 
credible knowledge and having lived  with the Mes- 

of the greatest miracles, will cause our damnation 
senger of the Covenant, and havingwitnessed one 

wisdom, to be with God in heaven when we get 
if we don't use the knowledge, and attain  the 

out of this prison on Earth. 

prehend how the angels submit by realizing God's 
Remember God gives a example for us to eom- 

complete control (232). The angels do not ques- 
tion God's absolute authorily.Theydo  thiswithout 
any doubt or question, and without the slightest 
hesitation. l n i s  is the way to attain the wisdom 

by Muhtesem Erisen j 

without falling into ignorance. 

Can we say having doubts about God's absolute- 
ness, and thinking the devil could be a god besides 

against God's piven, perfect knowledge; against 
God, is p m f  itself that  the  human being went 

the perfect Sense of God? The human being had 
knowledge without the wisdom to go with it. This 
was something terrible we did against oursouls. 

Before we go any further an this subject, let us 

Wisdom: 1)ability to discern inner qualitics and 
look at how Websters dictionary defines  the word 

relationships: insight, 2 ) g d  sense: judgement, 
3)a wise attitude or course of action. 

judgement, nor did he have a wise attitude when 
The human being had neither gwd  sense or 

he chose to take the responsibility God tallis about 
inSura3372.Tobeverystraightforward,wechase 

Even though this great knowledge was given  by 

what  could have prevented the human being Imm 
God to the human being, the question arises as to 

remaining pure and standing for the absoluteness 

n h r l  God thol were no( true- tkhe m e  thougkls they 
ofGodastheangelsdid?'~,..Th~hor6oredllw~gl~ls 

hmbored during the d q s  oj' ignomnce. nras 'hey 
soid, 'Is anything up to ur?' Say, 'Ever$hing is up 
to Gd.."'(3:154). Whenever the human being 
thinks he can do anything, or feels he has any  kind 
of control or power, he falls into the same trap of 
worshiping the ego which was initiated by Satan. 

On the  other hand there was an angel who 
thought he  could go on his own and be  a god 
besides the one God. Why? Is it because the devil 

This is against the common sense which God has 
thought he could survive without needing God? 

placed inside af all of us. How could  any creature 
survive or tly to become a god  besides God when 
he positively knows he was created by God. This 
shows us the devil  is an absolute idiot because even 

he as powerful as the one who created him. This 
though God gave him knowledge, he cuuld never 

is knowledgewithout wisdom. flowdoes ignorance 
:..b. ~"iClrnrn? Ulk", r*..cas i,? n** "-~. ir 

kill our egos and totally submit to His will, to His 
Instead af questioning God's wisdom, we should 

control, to His absolute authority. How do we do 
this? We  must  believe totally that we depend an 
Godand wecannotsurvivewithoutHim.Wemust 
remind ourselves, as much as we can, that we have 
absolutely no control of anything except our 
decision to believe or disbelieve. God is the only 
source of all goodness, all blessings, and all 
benefits. Wemust struggle to rememberHisgreat- 
ness and try tu comprehend and realize the power 
of our Creator. How can we think that we do 
anything? How can u- give any credit to ourselves cy...",,,.v "̂l".lll.., .... "I .l"".".._ -... "", 1" 

Praise be to God, we still  have the perfcct to think, can we actually do things on our ow1 
after knowing God is the one who created billions 

knowledge  which God blessed us with  previously. without God? , don,t knav how many of us can ofgalaxiescontaininga billion,trillionstan,within 
In addition to this, God blessed us tremendously fully comprehend the that we absalutely a yast universe that spans billions of light  years? 
with the Quran. We also were witnessing the 
purification of God's religion  which  gives us even 

better, Inore This we ex- helie- T h i c k  rnmethinoverv h z d  +n rememhrr fCClNTlN1lP.n 1 . A W  PAGP.1 

havenocontml,notevenanatom,ssizeolanykind God a150 teaches us in the Quran that  thisvast 

of control, except the decision to believe or dis- "nimm is within His right hand (39:67). 

F R E M ~ M  
by Kathryn Kolfon 

nd on their sides, ond refid on tho crwlion of 
"They remember Gad  while d"ndinp, sining, 

te heavens and the eorrlr" (3J91). 

' X a m d a n  & Ihe month during which the 
lwan was rmeahd, pmuiding guidancefor flro 
anple, and profound teachings, as well os the 
kh&bmk llzmeofyou whowitmsslhiEmnth 
hnllfd (2185). 

esire, and need. Our mast basic meds me 

God created uh and knows our every wish, 

md and water. In addition to the physical 

reat deal of satisfaction fmm a full stomach 
cnefits of fueling our bodies, we derive a 

ad awellquenched thirst, no  matterwhat  the 
limate. And food and drink are at the  center 
f the human being's celebrations. 

et our attention. "Eui fmm the goailhings we 

It is not new for God to use f w d  or water to 

mvidedforyou" (257). At  the  birth of Jesus, 
k r y w a s  to ld , '~Euianddr inkandbe~p*~ .oppy..." 
19:26). All provisions are signs from God of 
lis absolute  authority, and His unending 
lercy towards the  human beings. Celebrate 
)e wander of God. 

nom that the distractions of our daily lives 
God knows how to get our attention. He 

rquently keep us from remembering Him 
vhile standing, sitting, or lying on our sides." 
,'e Strive to do our best aswe go through our 

y God alone,  and  that all creatures are 
ays, but we know that all  provlslons are given 

rovidedfor.Whatpeacetoknowthis,without 
oubt. And how  easily  we take it for granted! 

God has tested the human being  with $%d 

nd drink frequently, and  He relates these 
:m that wc might learn to be more apprecia- 
ve> more aware of the true nature of our 
:mporary wodd. For example, the majority 
f Saul's troops failed to pass the test at the 
tream, but for those  that  were steadfast, 
atient, and obedient, the reward was victory 
1:249). 

'ss ofmoney, lives and cmps. Give g"1 news f0 

"We musf lesfyou with somefeor, hunger,and 

re s ledfad  who "y when m a@iclion befa& 
'em, We belong to God, ond f0 Him v e  ut. 
d e b  relurn"' (2:155-156). 

"Recall thaf you said, 'O Moses, we can N) 
'nger lu&r& one kind offmi. Call upon your 
ord to pmduce such eodhly cmps 11s bans, 
scumbers, garlic, hnfih, and onions.'He slid, 
%you wish tosubsilde Llwt which i s  inferior 

for thd which is good7"' (2:61). 

"Remind them of the communiry by the sa, 
w h o d e s e c m I e d t h e S .  When Ihoy &semed 
lhe SabMh, the fuh m e  to them abun&nt&. 
And when they vidated the Wboth, lhemh did 

quence oflheir tponrgression" (7:163). 

M1 mma We thus 0Blidp.i them as a conse. 

And of Adam and Eve, we read, "h for you 
Adam, dwell with your wife in P d b e ,  and pol 

lherefm a s y o u p b e ,  but do nm appmrch lhk 
onetree, lesfyon l m m p s s .  Illedevilwhi-pered 
tothem ... YaYLorddiddnd fo&dyoufrmlhb 
h e ,  e q f l o p r e e n t ~ w f m  beowniwawalr, 
ondfmm &ining &-l dsfeme"'(7:19-20). 

Of all God's p&sions of foods, only four 
are prohibited and if forced to eat these, we 
will not bear  the eonsequences (21% 6145; 

every possible circumstance of the human 
16115). God is so merciful as to pravide for 

being's life. AU things ale lawful to eat. And 
He speaks frequently of water. He uses "pure 
drink" and "flowing streams" to describe the 
heaven we all snive for. He  knoaa us and 
knom water is a s o m e  of life and internal 
peace for us. We are camed in  water through 
nine months of pregnancy. It provides great 
comfon to us, psychologically, emotionally, 
and spiritually. God dexribes water and its 

source in  many ways. 
" R a l l  thaf Mosos Worer for h b  people 

ond we slid, 'Strike lhe rock with pur d"&' 
whereupon Wehis springsgushed out  lherpfmm" 
(260). 

"Y. our heam Iuudened ond 6eeome Ek 
m&, w men M e r , f w  then me m&fm 

gently rolease d e * '  (274). 
which rivors gush d. Ofher mcks cmck and 

*In lhe creation of rho havens and lhe eanh, 
lhe nilenulim of nighl ond day, the ships ulat 
m m  lire m a n  for the aenefi ofm&nd, Ihe 
d e r U u v G a d s e n d E d o w n f ~ m l h ~ ~ ~ t o ~ i ~ ~  
dead land ond to slrrtlin all kinds of creatures 
lherein..fhese am sigmfor Ihepeople"(2:164). 

And when implored by Job, He said,"Strika 
lhe gmund wish y o n r f d .  A spring will giva yon 
haling ond (I &in#' (3842). 

given  by God in His infinite mercy. 
Such a precious commodity and so freely 

What are the conditions of fasting? "O you 
who belime,fding b decreed for  you, 11s it was 
decreed for those before you, that you may be 

soved. Spec@c days are derigwedforfasing 
.Vom is illorlmveting, an equolnderofolhe, 
days moy 68 sddi tu fcd  Those who canfas, bur 
wiih great diflcuky, m y  substituftefeeding ont 
prpersonfor  each day ofbreaking lhfas t .  f i  

betler. Buffm-ling b the besrforyou, ifyou on(, 

one volunfeers to feed more pmr pmple, it b 

h. God wishes for you convenience, m 
hardship, that you m y  fu@U your obiigaliorq 
~ n d t o g b ~ $ $  Gadforguidingyou, u n d ~ o q m s ~  

yarr appreciolion. E o 1  and &ink  until lhr 
white lhmad of lighl becomes didngublmbk 
fmmUlednrklhroodofnighfut&wn.Thenfan 
unfillhe "i&." (2:183-187). 

As atonement for violating our oaths (5:89), 

God decrees fasting at other times as well 

for Xlling game during Hajj (5:95), and f01 

estranging our spause (584). God knom thal 
fasting can be wry difficult, but God alsc 
knows  how  quickly He can gct our attention 
when decreeing it for us. These very basic 
needs are constant reminders o$ God's ab. 
solute mercy. 

Preparation for the month of Ramadan ex. 
tends beyond the M days of fasting, We arr 
aware of the calendar, the months passing. Ar 

and pray  that we will have a better Ramadan 
the days approach, we begin to plan for them 

this year, and thus, commemorate God more 
frequently. We are grateful for shorter days 
and we pay  more  attention to weather 
forecasts, hoping for cooler days. During the 
days of fasting, we look f o m r d  to a "famill 
celebration" with OUT brothers and sisten 
each Friday evening.We spend time planning 
for that meal  with joy. Some may  experience 
headaches, lightheadedness, stomach rum. 
bling, etc. We cmnt minutes and hours morr 
closely. Our attention is more facused onow 
bodily needs. Or is it? 

perceived as a loss by some, is a real gain f01 

The effects of fasting are many. What is 

our soul, and its growth. We have the chance 
to focus on our "real self," our soul and its 
nourishment. Our body's needs turn i m  
reminders of God and  the growth of our soul 
Wegrowmorealeatoourprovisionsandtheil 
source. And through God's mercy, Ile weave: 
reminders of =kat for the p r .  And we knoa 
hunger and thirst as the p r  often do, tc 
better understand why =kat  is so important 
And each salat prayer brings us closer tu tht 
days end and provisions(c0ntinued next  page) 


